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Thiruvananthapuram, August 21, 2016

Fishermen net three species of rare sharks
T. Nandakumar
Identified as part of a marine biodiversity survey undertaken by Friends of Marine Life

: Marine researchers have identified three rare species of sharks caught by fishers in Thiruvananthapuram over the last week, highlighting the need for
systematic documentation of marine biodiversity in the region.
The three species were identified as part of a marine biodiversity survey undertaken by Friends of Marine Life, a city-based non-governmental organisation.
According to the fishers, two species, the Common Thresher and Shortfin Mako shark, were caught from the deep sea region, about 300 km off the
Thiruvananthapuram coast at a depth of 200 metres, while the third, a Tiger Shark, was netted about 100 km from the coast.
Distinguished by a long tail, the Common thresher ( Alopias vulpinus ) has a streamlined body and short pointed snout. It is blue in colour, with a white
band running along its belly. The IUCN Red List of species has classified A. vulpinus as vulnerable because of its declining population due to a
combination of slow life history characteristics, inability to recover from moderate levels of exploitation and high level of mortality in target and bycatch
fisheries.
Listed as vulnerable, the Shortfin Mako shark or Bonito shark ( Isurus oxyrinchus ) is cylindrical in shape with a vertically elongated tail, pointed nose and
hook-like teeth. It is distinguished by its combination of brilliant metallic blue and white.
Significant decline
The IUCN has estimated that the species may have undergone significant decline in abundance over various parts of its habitat. The species is threatened by
high fishing pressure and its vulnerable life history characteristics.
A near threatened species, the Tiger shark ( Galeocerdo cuvier ) is a large predator with nocturnal hunting habits and sometimes referred to as a man eater
shark. Characterised by the dark stripes on its body resembling a tiger skin, the shark is hunted across the world for its meat and fins. G. cuvier is caught
regularly in target and bycatch fisheries leading to the decline of several populations.
According to Robert Panipilla, chief coordinator, FML, the identification of the three species underlined the need to document the rich traditional
knowledge of the fishermen community.

×

FROM AROUND THE WEB

1 of 2

08/21/2016 01:25 PM

Fishermen net three species of rare sharks - KE...

If You’re Really into Fitness Gadgets, Check This Out

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national...

Look into the future and discover what tomorrow's
cities will look like

Investing Rs.1000 per month can lead to Long Term
Wealth Creation.

CNN INTERNATIONAL

ABM MyUniverse®

Singapore Is Actually an Amazing Destination for
Kids and Here’s Why

Want to See How Celebrities Really Live? See Inside
These Homes That Are Currently on the Market

4 easy tips on how to update your freelance profile
and beat your competition.

Singapore Tourism Board

Mansion Global by Dow Jones

Payoneer.com

Muslim American fencer to Donald Trump: 'I don't
have another home'

5 healthy breakfast recipes.

Visiting Singapore from India? 10 Things You Have
to Do

iQ by Intel

Saffola Fit Foodie

Chicago Tribune

Singapore Tourism Board

MORE FROM THE HINDU

As it happened: Sindhu first Indian woman to win
Olympic silver

Modi congratulates Sakshi Malik
18/08/2016

Suresh Prabhu announces four new trains
17/08/2016

19/08/2016

Recommended by

2 of 2

08/21/2016 01:25 PM

